Technical Terms

*  Protagonist- the main character who all of the action revolves around.

* Internal voice- the inner thoughts and feelings of the character.

*  Metaphor- when one thing (this is called the ‘tenor’) is compared to
another thing (this is called the ‘vehicle’) to help the reader to
understand an aspect of the original thing more clearly (understanding
the link between the tenor and the vehicle is called the ‘ground’).
Example: ‘The snow was confetti’. Snow- tenor. Confetti- vehicle. Snow
is compared to confetti to show how delicate and beautiful it is- ground.

*  Personification- giving non-human objects, human features.

*  Motif- an object or place that helps to explore a bigger idea i.e. Jamie’s
spiderman t-shirt.

* Narrative voice- the point of view that the story is told from.

* Taboo language- words or phrases that most people find shocking or
impolite.

is shown how grief can sometimes lead to destructive, thoughtful or rebellious behaviour.

understand the comfort and kindness that can be found in friendships.

Themes- bigger ideas that the writer explores through the events and characters in the story
Grief- the author helps the reader to understand that people experience loss in lots of different ways. The reader

Relationships (family and friendship)- the writer uses the characters to show the pain that can be caused by not
communicating properly with family members and not supporting them. The author also helps the reader to

Prejudice- the author explores how discrimination and bullying results in lots of pain for those it is targeted
towards. Pitcher helps the reader to understand that prejudiced views are often a result of ignorance.

Guilt- the writer helps the reader to understand the pain of feeling regretful. The author also helps the reader to
understand that feelings of guilt are sometimes the result of having strong feelings about something else.

Courage- the author uses the characters to show that being honest about emotions and needing support is brave.

Context- ideas and events that were happening around the time the book was written.

This book was written in 2011 by Annabel Pitcher. In an interview, she said that she started to write the story after watching a documentary that explored the impact of
terrorist attacks. She wanted to explore how this might feel through a range of characters and difference experiences.

What is an ‘extremist’ group?

A group of people who hold ideas or beliefs that most people find unreasonable or unacceptable. Some of these groups might resort to violence to get the attention of
others. Extremist groups are never representative of an entire religion.

What do we know about terrorism in the 2000s?

In 2001, there was terrorist attack on the twin towers in New York, America. People often call this attack ‘9/11". The people who claimed responsibility for this attack were
a violent extremist group. Although this group claimed to be linked to Islam, they were a terrorist group that had extreme beliefs of hatred and violence that go against
the teachings of Islam.

Since 2001, there have been further terrorist attacks, across the world. Many of the people responsible for these have been part of extremist groups, including an
explosion at the Manchester Evening Arena in 2017 during an Ariana Grande concert. The character of Rose, Jamie’s sister, has been killed in a fictional terrorist attack in
the novel. These attacks are tragic and terrible and have caused a huge amount of pain but it is important to remember that they are extremely rare.

What is Islamophobia?

Islam is a religion, and the people who follow it are called Muslims.

Islamophobia is when people who are part of the Muslim community are discriminated against and treated very badly. Jamie’s dad makes a lot of Islamophobic comments
throughout the novel.

The rise in Islamophobia over the past few years is complicated- many link this to people wrongly believing that the Muslim community are to blame for terrorist attacks.
These attacks were committed by a small number of people who do not represent Islam- many of the people who have been targeted and harmed by these extremist
groups have been Muslim. To blame a huge group of people for the actions of a very small number who have extremist and harmful views is wrong. In the novel, the
character of Sunya is discriminated against by her some of her classmates and treated very unkindly- she suffers as a result of the Islamophobic views around her.

Characters

Jamie.

Sunya- Jamie’s
friend.

Jamie’s dad.
Jamie’s mum.
Nigel- Jamie’s
mum’s boyfriend.
Jasmine- Jamie’s
older sister.

Leo- Jasmine’s
boyfriend.

Rose- Jamie’s older
sister who died.
Roger- Jamie’s cat.
Mrs Farmer- Jamie’s
teacher.
Daniel-a boy in
Jamie’s class.




Word Meaning In a sentence Synonyms

1. Bereaved Adjective: The family were
experiencing the bereaved but found
loss of a friend or | it hard to talk about
family member. their loss.

2. Commemorate | Verb: to recognise | Every year, they lita
or celebrate an candle to
important event commemorate her
or person. passing.

3. Compassionate | Noun: feeling of Her compassionate
sympathy or nature meant that
concern. she was a very

supportive friend.

4. Derogatory Adjective: being The bully’s
disrespectful or derogatory
cruel. comments made

him feel terrible.

5. Discriminate Verb: treating It is wrong to
people unkindly discriminate against
and unfairly. This | someone because of
can be based on their religion.
the grounds of
ethnicity, sex, age,
or disability.

6. Escapism Noun: a way of Music had always
feeling distracted | been his favourite
through form of escapism.
entertainment or
a fantasy.

7. Fagade Noun: a false He put on a cheerful
appearance. facade but, deep

down, he was
devastated.

8. Invincible Adjective: too After winning the
powerful to be race, she felt
defeated. invincible.

9. Mischievous Adjective: Their mischievous

enjoying causing
trouble in a playful
way.

behaviour often
landed them in
trouble.

10. Nurturing

Caring for and
encouraging the
development of
someone or
something.

Her constant
nurturing of her
little brother meant
that he didn’t feel
quite so alone.




11. Perplexed

Adjective: very
puzzled or
confused about
something.

Dancing around his
bedroom with a tie
on his head, the cat
gave him a
perplexed look.

12. Pragmatic

Adjective: dealing
with things
sensibly in a way
that is focused on
being practical.

She understood that
she needed to be
pragmatic in this
situation- otherwise,
she was sure they
would be lost
forever.

13. Prejudiced

Adjective: showing
a dislike based on
an unfair opinion.

His prejudiced views
meant that he could
not be part of the

jury.

14. Rebellious Adjective: going He was frustrated so
against the rules became increasingly
or what is rebellious.
expected.

15. Solace Noun: comfort in a | She always found

time of sadness.

solace in re-
watching her
favourite film.
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