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Description automatically generated]xYear 9 DNA – Knowledge OrganiserKey words: naturalism, subtext, blocking.  
Five key skills – voice, gesture, movement, facial expressions, and interaction. 
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Year 9 DNA: Acting

Style

Naturalism—emotions and personalitiesare presented as in real life. Actors
should consider the mood of their character and any Given Circumstances to
portray the role convincingly.

Movement Direction

Consider the role that proxemics has in communicating status — who is

each character addressing when speaking (including themselves). Use
movement and stillness to support communicatingtheir intention. Consider
where in the stage space the character frequents in communicating

their status in the hierarchy. How can movement create tension?

Characters Themes

John Tate Hierarchy and status

Leah Responsibilityand Morality
Mark Friendship and Bullying
Jan Violence and Empathy
Danny

Richard Context

Phil

Cathy Period - Contemporary
Brian Setting - A Wood, A Street,
Lou AField

Adam

Synopsis

A group of teenagers do something bad, really bad, then
panic and cover the whole thing up. But when they find
that their cover-up unites them and brings harmony to
their once fractious lives, where is the incentive to put
things right.

Acting Direction
Vocal Expression
Facial Expression
Posture

Gesture
Movement

How does the use of acting skills communicate the
character convincingly? The mood of each character
establishes the atmosphere through expression. Consider
how each character reacts with one another in
communicating the status and hierarchy of the group.
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