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At Birchwood, we want our classrooms to feel calm and purposeful. We understand that the environment in which students learn
makes a huge difference to their overall understanding and to develop a range of schemas from which a wide range of knowledge

can develop. For this reason, we have a tailored approach to using teaching strategies to help both KS3 and KS4 students to
flourish.

KS3

Our focus at KS3 is to cultivate a love of learning and to engage their curiosity and enthusiasm of the subjects across the curriculum.
At this stage of our students’ education, we know how important it is for them to understand why they are studying the subjects
that are covered in school as well appreciating their context within the wider world. We also use this time to embed good learning
habits within our students with a particular focus on retrieval and long-term memory.

Ks4

At Key Stage 4, the approach to pedagogy remains a constant. We aim to support our students with the increasing level of
challenge that they face and work with them to build upon the learning habits, which are instilled at KS3, to help them to
confidently retain key knowledge for longer.

Our Classroom Culture: The Birchwood Way
Knowledge Aspiration Kindness

Memory Challenge High expectations
Modelling Remove barriers Respect
Assessment Teach to the top Encouragement
Feedback Engagement Support

Key Lesson Principles

Re-cap on prior

Teacher led explanation
knowledge

Student Practice
Embedding

Introduction of content,
live modelling, use of

visualiser, sharing students to practice their
success criteria, skills and application of
questioning, subject- Responding to knowledge.
specific strategies. misconceptions

Recall 5/information
from the KO/vocab
lists/knowledge from
previous units that could
complement learning.

Opportunities for

Learning question
Addressing gaps in
learning via adaptive
teaching.

Chunk tasks into smaller
steps, checklists, guided
modelling, reteaching
and scaffolding.

Worded as a question to
prompt deeper thinking.
Could be one lesson, a
sequence of lessons or a
unit of work.

The key lesson principles follow the | do, We do, You do model.



